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Fight and resist, this was the programme which the
former rebel presented to the majority of his com-
patriots who soon rallied to him. Almost immediately
Reformers of Upper Canada, with Robert Baldwin at
their head, accepted the alliance that he offered. There
was little opposition to La Fontaine among his own
people. A small group, believing themselves to be
practical and realists, recommended that the French
Canadians adapt and transform themselves and de-
stroy the "stand-still, follow-the-routine state of mind"
which prevented them from progressing as did their
English-speaking fellow citizens and their neighbours
to the south. A few dozen irreconcilables awaited the
return of Papineau to resume the fight against England
itself.

La Fontaine had correctly foreseen matters. In the
eyes of the government in London a Colonial Council
could not be an adviser of the Crown. Consequently,
at any cost, the Executive of United Canada must
never be subordinated to the Legislative Assembly and
in no case might the members of this Executive claim
to have the responsibility recognized for British minis-
ters from the end of the eighteenth century. It was a
conception of government which was designed to
gratify the taste of men like Sydenham and Metcalfe
for personal government. The electoral manoeuvres
of both these men succeeded for a time in thwarting
La Fontaine and Baldwin. Such laws as the School
Act of 184.1, first of a series of Acts designed to facili-
tate the assimilation of the French and Catholic
element, were the prelude in the hopes of their authors
to a non-denominational and compulsory school sys-
tem. The French and Catholic people, few in numbers,